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decision. Just last year, I was so proud
when former Vermont Supreme Court
Justice Beth Robinson became the first
openly gay woman to ascend to our
Federal circuit courts, on the Second
Circuit.

Over the years, I have heard from
Vermonters, colleagues, my staff,
friends, and family on this issue. They
have told me what I already know from
my marriage to Marcelle. The right to
marriage—the right to love someone
and build a life with them—should be
equally available to all Americans.

As I have said before, when common
ground is fertile, we must plant the
seeds of progress. And I believe that
the Senate did that today by passing
the Respect for Marriage Act.

———————

NOTICE OF A TIE VOTE UNDER S.
RES. 27

Mrs. MURRAY. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent to print the
following letter in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

U.S. SENATE, COMMITTEE ON
HEALTH, EDUCATION, LLABOR, AND
PENSIONS,

Washington, DC, November 29, 2022.
To the Secretary of the Senate:

PN2274, the nomination of Moshe Z.
Marvit, of Pennsylvania, to be a Member of
the Federal Mine Safety and Health Review
Commission, having been referred to the
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions, the Committee, with a quorum
present, has voted on the nomination as fol-
lows—

On the question of reporting the nomina-
tion without recommendation, 11 ayes to 11
noes.

In accordance with section 3, paragraph
(1)(A) of S. Res. 27 of the 117th Congress, I
hereby give notice that the Committee has
not reported the nomination because of a tie
vote, and ask that this notice be printed in
the Record pursuant to the resolution.

PATTY MURRAY,

Chair.
———
NOTICE OF A TIE VOTE UNDER S.
RES. 27

Mr. CARPER. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent to print the
following letter in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

U.S. SENATE, COMMITTEE ON ENVI-
RONMENT AND PUBLIC WORKS,
Washington, DC, November 29, 2022.
To the Secretary of the Senate:

PN 1832, the mnomination of Joseph
Goffman, of Pennsylvania, to be Assistant
Administrator for the Office of Air and Radi-
ation, at the Environmental Protection
Agency, having been referred to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works,
the Committee with a quorum present, has
voted on the nomination as follows—

On the question of reporting the nomina-
tion favorably with the recommendation
that the nomination be confirmed 10 ayes to
10 noes.

In accordance with section 3, paragraph
(1)(A) of S. Res. 27 of the 117th Congress, 1
hereby give notice that the Committee on
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Environment and Public Works has not re-
ported the nomination because of a tie vote,
and ask that this notice be printed in the
Record pursuant to the resolution.
THOMAS R. CARPER,
Chair.

————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO DEVLIN BIRNIE

e Mr. BARRASSO. Madam President, I
would like to take the opportunity to
express my appreciation to Devlin for
his hard work as an intern in my Wash-
ington, DC, office. I recognize his ef-
forts and contributions to my office, as
well as to the State of Wyoming.

Devlin is a native of Oregon. He at-
tends George Mason University, where
he is pursuing a master’s in inter-
national security. He has demonstrated
a strong work ethic, which has made
him an invaluable asset to our office.
The quality of his work is reflected in
his great efforts over the last several
months.

I want to thank Devlin for the dedi-
cation he has shown while working for
me and my staff. It is a pleasure to
have him as part of our team. I know
he will have continued success with all
of his future endeavors. I wish him all
my best on his journey.e®

———
TRIBUTE TO KATY FOLEY

e Mr. BARRASSO. Madam President, I
would like to take the opportunity to
express my appreciation to Katy for
her hard work as an intern in the Sen-
ate Republican Conference. I recognize
her efforts and contributions to my of-
fice, as well as to the State of Wyo-
ming.

Katy is a native of Florida. She is a
graduate of the University of Alabama,
where she studied political science. She
has demonstrated a strong work ethic,
which has made her an invaluable asset
to our office. The quality of her work is
reflected in her great efforts over the
last several months.

I want to thank Katy for the dedica-
tion she has shown while working for
me and my staff. It is a pleasure to
have her as part of our team. I know
she will have continued success with
all of her future endeavors. I wish her
all my best on her journey.e

TRIBUTE TO COREY GONZALES

e Mr. BARRASSO. Madam President, I
would like to take the opportunity to
express my appreciation to Corey for
his hard work as an intern in my Wash-
ington, DC, office. I recognize his ef-
forts and contributions to my office, as
well as to the State of Wyoming.

Corey is a native of Cheyenne. He at-
tends the Josef Korbel School of Inter-
national Studies at the University of
Denver. He has demonstrated a strong
work ethic, which has made him an in-
valuable asset to our office. The qual-
ity of his work is reflected in his great
efforts over the last several months.
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I want to thank Corey for the dedica-
tion he has shown while working for
me and my staff. It is a pleasure to
have him as part of our team. I know
he will have continued success with all
of his future endeavors. I wish him all
my best on his journey.e

——

TRIBUTE TO CHRISTOPHER
LORANGER

o Mr. BARRASSO. Madam President, I
would like to take the opportunity to
express my appreciation to Christopher
for his hard work as an intern in my
Washington, DC, office. I recognize his
efforts and contributions to my office,
as well as to the State of Wyoming.

Christopher is a native of Rhode Is-
land. He attends George Washington
University, where he studies history
and political science. He has dem-
onstrated a strong work ethic, which
has made him an invaluable asset to
our office. The quality of his work is
reflected in his great efforts over the
last several months.

I want to thank Christopher for the
dedication he has shown while working
for me and my staff. It is a pleasure to
have him as part of our team. I know
he will have continued success with all
of his future endeavors. I wish him all
my best on his journey.e

————
TRIBUTE TO JASMINE SLUSSER

o Mr. BARRASSO. Madam President, I
would like to take the opportunity to
express my appreciation to Jasmine for
her hard work as an intern in the En-
ergy and Natural Resources Com-
mittee. I recognize her efforts and con-
tributions to my office, as well as to
the State of Wyoming.

Jasmine is a native of Pennsylvania.
She is a student at George Washington
University, where she studies public
health. She has demonstrated a strong
work ethic, which has made her an in-
valuable asset to our office. The qual-
ity of her work is reflected in her great
efforts over the last several months.

I want to thank Jasmine for the dedi-
cation she has shown while working for
me and my staff. It is a pleasure to
have her as part of our team. I know
she will have continued success with
all of her future endeavors. I wish her
all my best on her journey.e

————
TRIBUTE TO AMY GRANT

e Mrs. BLACKBURN. Madam Presi-
dent, on behalf of myself and Mr.
HAGERTY, I ask unanimous consent
that the following remarks be printed
in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD to honor
our fellow Tennessean, Amy Grant.
Each year, the John F. Kennedy Cen-
ter for the Performing Arts selects a
handful of cultural luminaries to re-
ceive the Kennedy Center Honors for
their lifetime artistic achievements.
On behalf of the entire Tennessee con-
gressional delegation and all Ten-
nesseans, we want to congratulate con-
temporary Christian and pop singer-
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songwriter Amy Grant on her inclusion
in the 45th annual honoree class.

A quick glance at Amy’s more than
40 years in the spotlight reveals an
iconic popstar, songwriter, television
personality, and philanthropist who
never forgot her gospel roots. The
thing that makes Amy special, though,
isn’t her long list of accolades, but how
she used her personal faith in Christ to
build bridges between the welcoming
contemporary Christian genre and the
secular confines of popular music.

All artist-songwriters find success
when they strike at the very center of
what makes the human heart ache,
whether it be for a love found, a life
lost, or the infinite potential of what
could be. These emotions are human-
ity’s great equalizers. But for gospel
artist-songwriters, faith, and not emo-
tion, is the touchstone. For these brave
and gifted individuals, assurance comes
not from an endless cycle of love, hurt,
and healing, but from a far more endur-
ing source of hope.

We could not be more pleased to see
the Kennedy Center recognize the im-
portance of Amy’s work in helping new
generations embrace that hope, and we
join the artistic community in thank-
ing her for sharing her gifts with the
world.e

———
TRIBUTE TO BRENDA LEE

e Mrs. BLACKBURN. Madam Presi-
dent, every year, Music City lumi-
naries gather to celebrate entertainers
and other giants in the arts with the
Cecil Scaife Visionary Award. While
statuettes do have their charms, this
award highlights true champions of
creativity whose life and work have
made it possible for future generations
to realize careers in the music indus-
try. This year, I have the privilege of
congratulating the oft imitated, never
duplicated, positively incomparable
Brenda Lee as she accepts this special
honor.

Even in today’s strange world of so-
cial media sensations and cross-dis-
cipline collaborations, success in the
entertainment industry is hard to
come by. And if mainstream popularity
is a pipe dream, it is safe to consider
crossover success on a global scale al-
most impossible to achieve.

Still, for many of Nashville’s rising
stars, this pinnacle of artistic achieve-
ment is the only measure of profes-
sional success worth striving for. But
who is to mentor these dreamers? Who
sets the standard? If you ask them,
they will surely point to Brenda Lee.

Brenda Lee’s stunning vocal talent
put her on stage at 6, in the studio at
12, and on the international tour cir-
cuit by her early teens. Her third sin-
gle climbed both the pop and country
charts, and over the next 20 years, she
achieved pop stardom, pop-to-country
crossover success, and international
fame. That she did this at all is re-
markable; but how she did it is what
makes Brenda Lee a phenomenon. Her
career was not the product of clever
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gimmicks, but the manifestation of her
own personal tastes, desires, and in-
stincts in song. In a world of mimics,
Brenda Lee dismissed convention and
created something new.

I have always believed that there is
no secret sauce that separates the suc-
cessful from the legendary, but if there
is, its main ingredient is surely the
spark of captivating individualism that
Brenda embraced over the course of her
more than 60 years in the spotlight.
And while young artists could never
hope to replicate her career, her legacy
serves as a reminder that, yes, you can
conquer this industry, if only you have
the courage to do it on your own
terms.e®

————
TRIBUTE TO RAY STEVENS

e Mrs. BLACKBURN. Madam Presi-
dent, today I rise to honor a true Music
City legend. For more than 50 years,
Ray Stevens has delighted audiences
with his talents as a comedian, an
actor, a musician, and a songwriter.
His unique vision for the future of en-
tertainment allowed him to blaze trails
no other artists would dare tread
alone.

As a fellow Tennessean, and one of
Ray’s biggest fans, you can believe me
when I say that you have never seen
anything like Ray Stevens. It would
have been easy for him to justify rest-
ing on his laurels while Music City
grew around him, but if you know Ray,
you know that was never a possibility.
Although he achieved fame for his
work in the creative arts, he is best
known for leading with laughter, kind-
ness, and an unfailing desire to encour-
age fellow artists.

In 1971, Ray and a group of fellow
Music Row luminaries led by Cecil
Scaife came together to create a music
business program at Belmont Univer-
sity, where aspiring entertainers could
exercise both their talents and their
business acumen. This tremendous ef-
fort changed the industry for the bet-
ter and set an example for the city’s
rising stars. Today, the Cecil Scaife Vi-
sionary Award is given annually to
those whose life and work have made it
possible for future generations to real-
ize careers in the music industry, and I
could not have been happier when I
learned that Ray is one of this year’s
recipients.

Ray, on behalf of all Tennesseans, 1
thank you for your devotion to the
arts, your zest for life, and for going
above and beyond on behalf all who
hope to walk in your footsteps.®

———

TRIBUTE TO LAUREN CAULFIELD
AND RONDA CHRYSTAL

e Ms. HASSAN. Madam President, I
am honored to recognize Lauren
Caulfield and Ronda Chrystal of Brook-
line as November’s Granite Staters of
the Month. The pair founded Pink Rev-
olution in order to support cancer pa-
tients with chemo care packages and
financial support.
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When Lauren was being treated for
breast cancer, she noticed that not
every patient had the same level of
support that she did during this dif-
ficult time. Some were arriving to
chemotherapy sessions alone or had to
skip sessions because they couldn’t af-
ford it. After her recovery, Lauren de-
cided she wanted to take action, and
alongside her longtime friend Ronda,
she founded Pink Revolution Breast
Cancer Alliance of NH to support pa-
tients with all types of cancer.

Lauren and Ronda started by reach-
ing out to friends and family touched
by cancer and ultimately built a net-
work of volunteers to put together 1,500
chemo care packages a year to deliver
to 25 oncology centers in New Hamp-
shire, Vermont, and Massachusetts.
The care packages contain essential
items such as blankets, tissues, and lip
balm, as well as some items with per-
sonal touches, such as hats knitted by
residents at nursing homes. In addi-
tion, the nonprofit fundraises to pro-
vide chemo patients—some of whom
struggle with costs during their treat-
ment—with gas and grocery cards.

After undergoing chemotherapy,
Lauren decided to find the silver lining
in her experience by helping others.
With their hard work over the past 4
years, Lauren and Ronda have made a
true difference in many Granite
Staters’ lives as they face serious med-
ical hardship. Lauren and Ronda’s
work leading Pink Revolution exempli-
fies the Granite State spirit of gen-
erosity, and I commend them and their
large network of volunteers.e®

———

REMEMBERING FELIPE VALLS,
SENIOR

e Mr. RUBIO. Madam President, I pay
tribute to the life and legacy of Cuban-
American businessman and icon, Felipe
Valls, Sr., who unfortunately passed
away. Many know Valls Sr. as the
founder of world-renowned Versailles
Cuban Restaurant, but many more
know of the indelible mark he left on
the Cuban exile community throughout
south Florida. His life was a true testa-
ment to the American dream and he
demonstrated a well-lived life in a na-
tion that welcomed him and gave him
the opportunity to create a culinary
landmark in my home State of Florida.
Felipe’s legacy will live on through his
beloved family and friends. Jeanette
and I unite in prayer for the repose of
the soul of this great Cuban-American
entrepreneur.e

———

TRIBUTE TO OSVALDO DE LA
PEDRAJA

e Mr. RUBIO. Madam President, I rec-
ognize Dr. Osvaldo De La Pedraja on
his more than 60-year career in the
medical field and for celebrating his
92nd birthday on November 19, 2022.
Osvaldo graduated as a doctor of
medicine from the Medical School of
the University of Havana, Cuba in 1960.
Three years later, he was expelled from
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